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RESTATED
DECLARATION OF PROTECTIVE COVENANTS, CONDITIONS
AND RESTRICTIONS FOR FOUR MILE RANCH SUBDIVISION

This Restated Declaration of Protective Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions for Four
Mile Ranch Subdivision (“Restated Covenants™) is made this 27" day of November, 2012, by the
owners in fee of certain real property situated within Garfield County, Colorado, known as Lots

- 1-39 and Lots 41-58 of the Four Mile Ranch Subdivision (hereinafter “Subdivision” or “Four

Mile Ranch”). These Restated Covenants revoke and supersedes in its entirety the Restated
Declaration of Protective Covenants for Four Mile Ranch Subdivision, September 8, 2004, as
‘Reception No. 659525, (the “Revoked Covenants™) in the Office of the Clerk and Recorder of
Garfield County, Colorado. The Revoked Covenants shall be replaced by these Restated
Covenants.

ARTICLEI
GENERAL PURPOSE OF COVENANTS,
SUBMISSION, DEFINED TERMS, DESCRIPTION

1. Purpose. These Covenants shall govern and be applicable to that certain real
“property situated within Garfield County, Colorado, known as Lots 1-39 and Lots 41-58 within

" the Four Mile Ranch Subdivision, as defined and described in the Final Plat (hereinafter “Final

Plat”) therefor recorded as Reception No. 565737 in the office of the Clerk and Recorder of
Garfield County, Colorado, which Final Plat is incorporated herein by reference. It is the purpose
of these Covenants to preserve the present natural beauty and character of the property along
with the views and setting of the Subdivision to the greatest extent reasonably possible, and the
lots therein shall always be protected as much as possible with respect to uses, structures,
landscaping, and general development as permitted by this instrument. R

2. Property Submission. The owners hereby submit the Four Mile Ranch
Subdivision as now shown on the Final Plat together with all easements, rights-of-way, and
appurtenances thereto and any buildings, fixtures, and improvements thereon (hereinafier
“Property”) to the provisions of the Colorado Common Interest Ownership Act, which is set
forth at CR.S. §38-33.3-101 et seq. (hereinafter “Act”) and to this Restated Declaration. In the
event the Act is repealed, the provision of the Act on the effective date of this Declaration shall
remain applicable hereto. This Restated Declaration shall run with the land and shall be binding
upon all parties having any right, title, or interest in the Property or any part thereof, their heirs,

_devisees, legal representatives, successors, and assigns and shall inure to the benefit of each and
every Owner.

3. Pre-Annexation Agreement. On September 25, 1997, CSA 2, LLC, an Oklahoma
limited lability company, and CSA 3, LLC, an Oklahoma limited liability company
(“Declarant™) entered into a Pre-Annexation Agreement with the City of Glenwood Springs,
which agreement is recorded as Reception No. 566034 in the Office of the Clerk and Recorder of
Garfield County, Colorado (hereinafter “Pre-Annexation Agreement”) which Pre-Annexation
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Agreement is incorporated herein by reference. The Pre-Annexation Agreemient tefates (0 the
possible annexation of the Subdivision to the City of Glenwood Springs and sets forth the terms
and conditions thereof. The Four Mile Ranch Homeowners Association and all persons or
entities who own or acquire title in fee to any of the fifty-seven (57) single family lots in the
Subdivision hereby acknowledge the provisions thereof and agree that in the event the

Subdivision is annexed to the City of Glenwood Springs, each lot within the Subdivision shall be

benefitted and burdened by the provisions of the Pre-Annexation Agreement,

4, Defined Terms. Each capitalized term not otherwise defined in this Declaration
shall bave the meaning specified or used in the Act.

5. Name of Common Interest Community. The name of the Common Interest
Community is “Four Mile Ranch.”

6. Type of Common Interest Community. The type of Common Interest Community
is a planned community.

7. Association Name. The name of the Association is the “Four Mile Ranch
Homeowners Association,” a Colorado nonprofit corporation (hereinafter “Association™).

8. Property Location. The Property constituting the Common Interest Community is
located within the County of Garfield, State of Colorado. ‘

9. Property Description. The Property shall consist of fifty-seven (57) Single-falﬁily
lots (hereinafter “Lot” or “Lots”) which are more particularly described on the Final Plat of the
Four Mile Ranch Subdivision as Lots 1-39 and Lots 41-58 as shown on the attached Exhibit B.

ARTICLE 1
OWNERS — HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

L. Membership. All persons or other entities (hereinafter referred to as “Owners™),
who own or acquire the title in fee to any of the Lots in Four Mile Ranch by whatever means
acquired shall automatically become members of Four Mile Ranch Homeowners Association, a
Colorado non-profit corporation, in accordance with the Articles of Incorporation of Four Mile
Ranch Homeowners Association, as may be duly amended from time to time and which Articles
any amendments thereto shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State.

2. Allocated Interests. The Association shall have one (1) category of membership
consisting of all Owners. Each Owner shall be entitled to vote in Association matters pursuant to
this Declaration on the basis of one vote for each Lot owned. Owners may exercise such votin
rights subject to and in accordance with the provisions of the Association Bylaws. ‘

3. Purpose. The Association, through its Executive Board, shall be authorized and
empowered to take each and every step necessary or convenient for the implementation and
enforcement of the covenants contained in this Declaration. The Association shall have the right
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and responsibility to maintain, preserve, repair, insure, and otherwise protect and promote the
interests of the Owners with respect to all common properties and interests of the Owners and the
Association. The Association shall be governed by its Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws as
‘may be amended from time to time.

4, Common_Elements. The Association shall own, operate, and maintain all
common elements within the Subdivision. These common elements shall include, among other
things, the potable water system, the raw water irrigation system, the portion of the internal trail
system not dedicated to any public entity as shown on the Final Plat, the sewage lines located
within the Subdivision until such time as the City of Glenwood Springs requests said lines be
dedicated to it, any fitness equipment and landscape nodes located at stations along the internal
trail system, any sidewalks within the Subdivision, and any landscaping undertaken by the
" Association in accordance with Article VI, Paragraph 5 hereof. The roads and the Public Trail
and Bike Path (located along the western property boundary) located within the Subdivision shall
be dedicated to Garfield County but shall be maintained by the Association. Road “E,” the
emergency access easement as shown on the Final Plat, shall be maintained year round.

5. Executive Board. The affairs of the Association shall be governed by an
Executive Board consisting of three (3) members elected by the Owners.

_ 6. Declarant Control. The period of Declarant control has ended. There are no
additional reserved Declarant rights.

7. Indemnification. To the full extent permitted by law, each officer and director of
the Association shall be and is hereby indemnified by the Owners and the Association against all
expenses and liabilities, including attorneys’ fees, reasonably incurred by or imposed upon them
in any proceeding to which they may be a party, or in which they may become involved, by
reason of being or having been an officer or director of the Association, or any settlemenis
thereof, whether or not they are an officer or director of the Association at the time such

. expenses are incurred; except in such cases wherein such officer of director is adjudicated guilty
of willful misfeasance or malfeasance in the performance of his or her duties; provided that in
the event of a settlement the indemnification shall apply only when the Executive Board
approves such settlement and reimbursement as being in the best interests of the Association.

8. Notice to Owners. Notice to an Owner of matters affecting Four Mile Ranch by
the Association or by another Owner shall be sufficiently given if such notice is in writing and is
delivered personally, by courier, by private service delivery, or by depositing in the U.S. Mail as
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and sent to the address of record in Garfield

. County for real property tax assessment notices with respect to that Owner’s Lot.

ARTICLE Il
EASEMENTS AND LICENSES

1. Unit Owners’ Easements. Every Owner shall have a right of enjoyment and
easement for access to their Lot through or over the Common Elements, and such easement shall
be appurtenant to and shall pass with the title to every Lot, subject to the following provisions:
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A. The right of the Association to promulgate and publish rules and regulations
governing the Common Elements with which each Owner and their guests shall
strictly comply.

B. The right of the Association to suspend the voting rights and rights to use the
Common Elements by any Owner as set forth herein.

C. The right of the Association to grant easements, leases, licenses, and concessions
through or over the Common Elements.

D. The right of the Association to convey or subject 2 Common Element to a
Security Interest in accordance with and to the extent permitted by the Act.

E. The right of the Association to close or limit the use of the Common FElements
while maintaining, repairing, or replacing such Common Elements.

F. Any Owner may delegate their right of enjoyment to the Common Elements and
facilities to the members of their family, their tenants, or guests who reside on or
rent their Lot, : ' ‘

2. Easements Shown on Final Plat. The Association is entitled to use such

easements granted to it as shown on the Final Plat for the Subdivision. Except by agreement
with a property Owner, the Association shall have no obligation to pay any amount for the use
and enjoyment of such easement. The Association shall pay for the cost of maintaining and
repairing any improvements which it places on any easements,

3. Easements for Access and Repairs. The Association shall be entitled to an
casement across any of the Lots within the Subdivision, including the Open Space Easements
located thereon, for the purposes of accessing any of the Association’s property, protecting any
Association property, or for necessary repairs or emergency circumstances. The Association
may access all Lots within the Subdivision at reasonable times to determine compliance with the
conditions of approvals of the Subdivision granted by the Garfield County Commissioners and to
determine and enforce compliance with all of the provisions of these Restated Covenants.

4. Open Space Easement. Each Lot within the Subdivision shall be burdened by an
casement that runs to the benefit of the Association designed to perpetuate open space and the
rural character of the Subdivision (“Open Space Easement”). Each and every Lot Owner is
hereby granted an easement only for the access, use, and enjoyment of any and all recreational
facilities located in the Open Space Easement as more specifically identified and shown on the
Final Plat for the Subdivision. Lot Owners may not place or construct any structures or fences
within the Open Space Easement portion of their Lot. Except as otherwise approved by the
Design Review Committee, Lot Owners shall be required to maintain the Open Space Easement
portion of their Lot in a manner consistent with the historic use of each Lot. If an Owner fails to
maintain the portion of the Open Space Easement on their Lot the Association may undertake
such maintenance and assess the cost to the Owner. The Association shall have the right to
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construct recreational facilities, recirculation ponds, lakes, and underground utility lines within

the Open Space Easement.
A. Driveways. Any Lot Owner within the Subdivision whose Lot contains an Open

Space Easement contiguous fo an internal access road shall have the right to
construct a driveway across the Open Space Easement. The Jocation and
specifications of any such driveway must also be approved by the Design Review
Committee prior to the commencement of construction thereof.

B. Recreational Facilities. The Association shall have the right to construct
recreational facilities, including but not limited to a fitness course, landscape
nodes, and an internal trail system, on or across the Open Space Easement and,
except as specifically provided herein, shall thereafier be responsible for the
repair and maintenance of such facilities.

S. Association Easement. The Association easements, as shown on the Final Plat,
are hereby granted to the Association for the purposes of accessing and maintaining certain
potable water and raw water irrigation facilities, including the irrigation ponds, ditches, water
storage tank and related treatment facilities, potable water wells, and pump house. The Irrigation
Easement, as shown on the Final Plat, is included within the Association easements. All
improvements located within the Association easement shall be deemed common elements as
defined in Article II, Paragraph 3, above.

ARTICLE 1V
PROPERTY USE RESTRICTIONS AND PROTECTIVE COVENANTS

1. Permitted Uses. Only one (1) single-family dwelling, together with structures
appurtenant thereto, shall be constructed on any Lot in Four Mile Ranch.

2. Duplexes/Multi-Family Structures. Duplexes and multi-family structures are
strictly prohibited in Four Mile Ranch,

3. Outbuildings. Outbuildings shall not be allowed.

4, Mobile Homes. No mobile, modular, or pre-fabricated homes shall be constructed or
placed within the Subdivision. Certain pre-fabricated components that are constructed off-site and
brought to the property for final assembly and placement may be approved by the Design Review
Committee. Construction trailers shall be permitted for a period of eighteen (18) months from the
date of commencement of construction, or until the issuance of a certificate of occupancy,
whichever first occurs; provided, however, that construction trailers may only be used for

. construction, office, and storage purposes and shall not be occupied as a residence for any period
of time. All other trailer homes or temporary structures of any kind shall be prohibited.

5. No Further Subdivision. No Lot described on the recorded Final Plat of Four
Mile Ranch Subdivision shall ever be further subdivided into smaller Lots or conveyed or
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encumbered in less than the full dimensions as shown on the recorded Final Plat of Four Mile
Ranch; provided; however, conveyances or dedications of easements for utilities if approved by
the Design Review Committee may be made for less than all of one (1) Lot. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, a Lot line adjustment between two (2) Lots in Four Mile Ranch shall be permitted,
‘subject, however, to any reviews or approvals that may be required by the Garfield County Lund
Use Code and to the prior approval of the Design Review Committee.

6. Domestic Animals and Livestock. Except as expressly limited herein, domestic
animals shall be permitted within the Subdivision and shall be subject to any rules and
regulations that may be promulgated by the Executive Board or Garfield County. No livestock,
including horses, shall be permitted within the Subdivision.

‘ Pursuant to the requirement of Garfield County as shown on the Final Plat, Owners shall
be entitled to keep a maximum of one (1) dog on his property. For the purposes of this Article,
the definition of “Dog” or “Dog(s)” shall not include dogs under the age of six (6) months, Dogs
shall be kept under the control of their owner at all times and shall not be permitted to run free or
to cause a nuisance in the Subdivision. No dog shall be allowed beyond the boundaries of the
Lot owned by the persons where the dog is housed unless accompanied by a person in full
control of such dog. Dogs shall be leashed, chained, fenced, “electric fenced,” kenneled, or

housed at all times. Location of any kennels shall be subject to review of the Design Review
Committee. :

The Association shall have the right to assess and enforce penalties against Owrners
violating these restrictions applying to dogs as follows: One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the
first violation committed by an Owner’s dog, and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) plus an
additional Fifty Dollars (850.00) for each subsequent violation, such that the fine increases in
Fifty Dollar ($50.00) increments for each succeeding violation. If any dog commits four (4)
violations or any dog is caught chasing or molesting deer, elk, or any domestic animals, the
Association shall be authorized to prohibit the property Owner from continuing to maintain the
offending animal on the Owner’s property.

Areas where an Owner keeps any animals shall be kept reasonably clean and free of
refuse, insects, and waste at all times,

-7 Underground Utility Lines. With respect to the new construction or extension of
any utilities, all water, sewer, gas, electrical, telephone, cable television, and other utility pipes or
lines within the limits of Four Mile Ranch shall be buried underground and not be carried on
overhead poles or above the surface of the ground. Any areas of natural vegetation or terrain in
Four Mile Ranch disturbed by the burying of utility lines shall be revegetated by and at the
expense of the Owner or Owners causing the installation of the utilities no later than the next
growing season following instatlation.

8. Mining, Drilling, or Quarrying. Mining, quarrying, tunneling, excavating, or
drilling for any substance within the carth, including oil, gas, minerals, gravel, sand, rock, and
earth, shall not be permitted within the limits of Four Mile ranch. Individual wells shall not be

(6l
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permitted on any Lot, and no Owner shall be permitted to drill for water on his lot, unless prior
approval shall have been obtained from the Design Review Committee.

9. Trees. Each Owner shall be required to plant or maintain a minimum of six (6)
-trees on their respective Lots of a certain size and type and in an area designated by the Design
Review Committee. No Owner shall remove any native, healthy, living trees without first
having obtained the approval of the Design Review Committee. All construction, landscaping,
and development on any Lot shall seek to minimize the removal of trees and to preserve the
natural trees and vegetation to the greatest extent possible while bearing in mind wildfire
considerations. The Association shall retain the right to landscape the boundary of the Open
Space Easement, as said easement is defined in Article IX below and as shown on the final Plat,
to minimize impacts on wildlife. This landscaping shall include native vegetative screening in
and around wildlife foraging areas, the placement of a berm along the boundary of the Open
" Space Easement on Lots 37 through 40, and the planting of trees and shrubs thereon.

10.  Hunting and Wildlife Control.  Hunting shall be prohibited within the
Subdivision. With the approval of the Association, and upon prior consultation with the
Colorado Division of Wildlife, a Lot Owner may, consistent with the requirements of law,
destroy or remove wildlife which constitutes a nuisance or which may die on their property. Lot
Owners are required to have wildlife resistant garbage containers.

11.  Completion of Construction. Any construction activity on any Lot in Four Mile
" Ranch shall be completed, fully cleaned up, and landscaped within eighteen (18) months from
the issuance of a building permit, unless the Lot Owner shall first obtain a variance from the
Design Review Committee to allow for a longer period of construction upon proof of diligence.
In the event a variance is not secured and eighteen (18) months from issuance of a building
permit has passed, the Association may assess penalties in any amount it deems appropriate.
Upon commencement of any construction on any Lot in Four Mile Ranch, the Lot Owner shall
complete said construction with reasonable diligence.

. 12.  Enclosure of Unsightly Facilities and Equipment. All unsightly structures,
facilities, equipment, and other items, including but not limited to those specified below, shall be
enciosed within a solid structure or screened from view from the common roads and neighboring
homes to the greatest extent possible. Any refuse or trash containers, utility meters, propane
tanks, fuel storage tanks, or other facilities, service area, or storage pile shall be enclosed within
a structure or appropriately screened from view by planting or fencing approved by the Design
Review Committee and adequate to conceal the same from neighbors, streets, and private road.
No lumber, metals, bulk materials, scrap, refuse, or trash shall be kept, stored, or allowed to
accumulate on any Lot except building materials during the course of construction and only for

. such reasonable periods of time as are necessary prior to the collection of or disposal thereof.

13.  Noxious or Offensive Activity or Sounds. No noxious or offensive activity or
sounds constituting a public nuisance shall be conducted or transmitted upon any portion of the
Four Mile Ranch Subdivision at any time.

7]
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14 Adjacent Agricultural Uses. The historic agricultural uses of property adjacert 1o
the Subdivision shall be deemed compatible with the rural residential character of the
Subdivision. No Owner may object to the dust, odors or noise associated with normal
agricultural uses of said adjacent property as noxious or offensive, and neither the Association,
‘Garfield County, or any other municipality shall attempt to enjoin adjacent landowners from
customary agricultural practices merely because an owner has registered a complaint. Garfield
County has adopted a “Right to Farm” policy, which is incorporated herein by this reference.

The Four Mile Ranch Subdivision is subject to provisions of the currently adopted Right to Farm
policy.

15.  Recreational Vehicles. Snowmobiles or all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) shall be
restricted to the paved roadways and private driveways within the Subdivision, subject to State
law and County regulations. Recreational vehicles may be stored within the Subdivision

consistent with the requirements of the Guidelines. Year-round storage of recreational vehicles
without Design Review Committee approval is not allowed.

16.  Satellite Dishes. Satellite dishes shall be allowed with the Subdivision. Location
and size of all satellite dishes shall be subject to the approval of the Design Review Committee
but in no event shall any satellite dish exceed three (3) feet in diameter. Any dish exceeding

eighteen (18) inches in diameter shall be screened from view of any adjoining Lot or street
within the Subdivision.

17.  Commercial Activities. No commercial activities shall be permitted on any Lot in
the Subdivision. The outdoor storage of materials, goods, equipment, and other items used or
associated with commercial activities shall not be permitted on any Lot in the Subdivision;
provided, however, personal vehicles with a business name placed thereon shall nol be
prohibited. Owners shall be permitted to maintain a home occupation within their residences so
long as it complies with the requirements of the Garfield County Unified Land Use Code, does

not contain any signage, and does not provide services to the public which result in the public
going to and from such residence on a regular basis,

18.  Open Hearth Fireplaces. No open hearth solid-fuel burning fireplaces will be
allowed anywhere within the Subdivision,

ARTICLE V
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE

1. Design Review Committee. The Design Review Committee shall be com posed of
between three (3) and five (5) persons. The persons serving on the Design Review Committee
shall serve at the pleasure of ‘the Executive Board who may appoint and remove a members at
any time, provided there shall at all times be at least three (3) persons serving on the Design
Review Committee. The members of the Design Review Committee may also be Executive
Board members and need not be Owners, The Design Review Committee shall have and
exercise all the powers, duties, and responsibilities set out in this instrument and in the approved
and adopted Design Review Guidelines. o '

(8]
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2. Approval by Design Review Commitiee. No improvements of any kind,
including but not limited to dwelling units, garages, accessory buildings, swimming pocis,
ponds, parking areas, fences, walls, landscaping, driveways, antennae, satellite dishes, and walks
-shall be constructed, erected, altered, or permitted to remain within Four Mile Ranch, nor shall
any excavating or clearing be done within Four Mile Ranch, unless the completc architectural
plans and specifications, and a site plan showing the location and orientation thercof, for such
erection or alteration and landscaping are approved by the Design Review Committee as set forth
in the Guidelines prior to the commencement of such work. Revegetation of all infills and cuts
will be required. Plans addressing the revegetation of infills and cuts shall be submitted to the
Design Review Committee prior to any excavation.

Architectural and site development plans and specifications shall be submitted to the
‘Design Review Committee along with a complete list of all exterior materials and colors to be
used. The Design Review Committee shall have the right to request whatever additional
specification information, plans, reports, and the like it deems necessary to evaluate the
development proposal throughout the approval and construction process. The Design Review
Committee may adopt design review guidelines (“Guidelines”) which shall specify the
information, reports, plans, specifications, and the like required to be submitted to the Design
Review Committee. The Guidelines may include requirements relating to acceptable building
materials, architectural styles, allowable colors for home exteriors, and the like. The Design
- Review Committee shall also have oversight and control over landscaping on properties within
‘Four Mile Ranch as set forth in the Guidelines. The majority vote of the members of the Design
Review Committee shall be required for approval of plans. In the event the Design Review
Committee shall disapprove any proposed development or improvements, the person or entity
submitting such request may appeal the matter to the Executive Board for a determination of
whether the Design Review Committee acted arbitrarily and capriciously or otherwise abused its

- discretion.

3. Improvements — Site Location. Pre-approved building envelopes for the primary
_dwelling structures for each Lot shall be as shown on the Final Plat, as may be amended from
time to time. Site review by the Design Review Committee for the primary dwelling structure is
required.

4, Building Permits. An Owner may apply for a building permit from the Garfield
County Building Department at any time; provided, however, the plans submitted to the Buildin g
Department shall not differ in any substantial way from, or be less restrictive then, the plans
approved by the Design Review Committee. If the plans approved by the Building Department
differ in any substantial way, or are less restrictive, as determined by the Design Review
. Committee, then all approvals of the Design Review Committee shall be deemed automatically
revoked. Owners must comply with all applicable Garfield County zoning and subdivision
regulations, including those concerning off-street parking.

5. Variances. The Design Review Committee may, by an affirmative vote of a
majority of the members of the Design Review Committee, allow reasonable variances the
Guidelines. No variance shall be granted which contravenes any provisions of these Restated
Covenants or which violates the Garfield County Land Use and Building Codes.

(9]
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6. General Requirements. The Design Review Committee shall exercise its best
judgment to see that all improvements, construction, landscaping, and alterations within Four
Mile Ranch harmonize to the greatest extent possible with the surroundings and with other
structures as to design, materials, color, height, grade, finished ground elevation of neighboring
lots, and other design features. The Design Review Committee shall strive to protect the
seclusion and view of each Lot insofar as possible (taking into account final buildout of all Lots
in the Subdivision) in the development of Four Mile Ranch pursuant to these Restated Covenants
and shall endeavor to protect and preserve the visual character of the property and preserve and
maintain any trees in Four Mile Ranch.

7. Wildfire. The Four Mile Ranch Design Review Committee shall follow the
recommendations of the Colorado State Forester wildfire prevention guidelines, and the
pamphlet “Protecting Your Home from Wildfire” prepared by the Colorado State Forest Service
-attached hereto as Exhibit A, in granting approvals for constructions of residences and other
structures submitted to it for approval. The Design Review Committee shall incorporate the
guidelines set forth in that pamphlet into the plans approved for Lots in the Subdivision io
protect the Subdivision, and all of the buildings constructed therein, from the danger of wildfire,
The Design Review Committee will consider the guidelines in the most current wildfire
publication by the Colorado State Forest Service.

8. Soils and Foundation Report, and Grading and Drainage Plan. Prior to the
issuance of a building permit by Garfield County, a Lot Owner shall cause to be prepared and
-submit to Garfield County and the Design Review Committee a soils and foundation report and a
grading and drainage plan prepared by a professional engineer. All improvements and structures
shall be constructed in accordance with the recommendations and conditions of such report and
plan which are included by Garfield County as conditions of the building permit or are made
requirements or conditions of the approval of the Design Review Committee.

9. Architectural and Site Development Plans. The Design Review Committee shall
disapprove any architectural and site development plans submitted to it which do not gontain
sufficient information for it to exercise the Judgment required of it by these Restated Covenants
and the Guidelines. ’

10.  Design Review Committee Not Liable. The Design Review Committee shall not
be liable for damages to any person or entity submitting any plans for approval, or to any Owner
or Owners of land within Four Mile Ranch, by reason of any action, failure to act, approval,
disapproval, or failure to approve or disapprove with regard to such plans. The Design Review
Committee shall have no liability or responsibility for any representations made to arty Owner or
prospective Owner by any third parties. The decisions of the Design Review Committee shall be
governed by these Restated Covenants and any Guidelines adopted by the Design Review
Committee pursuant to these Restated Covenants.

11.  Written Records. The Design Review Committee shall keep and safeguard for at
least five (5) years complete permanent written records of all approved applications, including

(10]
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one (1) set of the final approved architectural and site development plans, and of all acions of
approval or disapproval and all other formal actions taken by it.

ARTICLE VI
WATER SUPPLY AND WATER RESTRICTIONS

Irrigation Water and Rights.

A. Irrigation Rights. Each Owner is entitled to irrigate up to 2500 square feet
of landscape area on their Lot. As detailed below, no more than 500 square feet of
exterior irrigation may utilize potable water. The Association is responsible for
irrigating the common areas of the Subdivision. The Association has the
following irrigation water rights:

Four Mile Ditch water rights located on Four Mile Creek tributary to the Roaring
Fork River, Water Division No. 5, State of Colorado, as follows:

FOUR MILE DITCH
Adjudication Appropriation Civil Action Grantor's Total Amount of
Date Date Number Ownership Decree
Interest inc.fs.
5/11/1889 11/6/1881 - 19 0.8 1.6
12/29/1913 12/7/1903 1475 0.8 1.6
8/25/1936 5/15/1919 3082 2.0 4.0
10/24/1952 6/1/1920 4033 2.72 5.44
B. Iirigation System Maintenance. The irrigation system is a common

clement and the Association shall be responsible for its operation, maintenance,
repair and replacement. The Association shall have the express obligation to
operate, maintain, repair and replace those portions of the Four Mile Ditch located
outside the Subdivision in conjunction with other owners of Four Mile Ditch
water rights and Four Mile Ditch structures, including without limitation headgate
structures. Costs associated with the irrigation system shall be apportioned among
the Owners based on their Allocated Interests.

The Association shall keep an accurate account of the costs and expenses
incurred in operation and maintenance of the system within the boundaries of the
Subdivision and shall prepare an annual budget (the O&M Budget) that details the
estimated annual costs of the system for the coming year. The O&M Budget for
the upcoming year will be included within the annual assessments levied by the
Association.

The Association shall also maintain an asset management plan for the long
term capital maintenance, repair and replacement of the irrigation system both

f11)
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within and outside of the Subdivision (the “Capital Budget”). The Capital Budge
may be addressed in a special assessment, as part of the reserve funds, realized
through regular annual assessments, or any combination thereof.

C. Lien for Raw Water Irrigation Assessments. In the event that assessmenis
for the O&M Budget or the Capital Budget are not paid within thirty (30) days of
the date they are due the Association shall have a lien pursuant to C.R.S. § 38-23-
101 et seq., which may be enforced pursuant to said statute. In addition the
Association shall have the right to turn off irrigation water to said Lot.

D. Rules and Regulations. The Association is permitted to promulgate such
rules and regulations as it deems necessary in order to properly regulate the
irrigation water pursuant to its decrees and the physical supply available. Such
rules may include restrictions on the number and times of day when irrigation
water may be applied.

Subdivision Water System.

A, Potable Water Supply. Water will be provided to the fifty-seven (57)
residential Lots planned for the Subdivision and the fire station located on Lot 40
from wells to serve the domestic needs of the proposed single-family subdivision,
which wells shall be known as the Four Mile Wells. These wells have been
certified by an engineer as a sufficient source by which to supply the Subdivision
with an adequate quantity of water and shall be owned and maintained by the
Association. Each Lot Owner shall have the right to access the potable waier
system at no charge.

The Association shall have the power and authority to require each Lot
Owner served by the subdivision wells, a their sole expense, to install a meter to -
measure all water used by that Lot and to curtail or restrict, as deemed necessary
by the Association, water usage by a Lot Owner from the Four Mile Wells. The
Association’s authority to meter and curtail water usage in the Subdivision shall
be utilized to ensure that the total diversions for the Subdivision from the
Association’s well(s) for in-house uses and lawn and garden irrigation not
exceeding 500 square feet per Lot do not exceed the diversion allowed under the
Subdivision’s plan for augmentation as decreed in Case No. 04CW067, in the
District Court in and for Water Division No. 5. Said water supply is based on an
approximation that there will be not more than fifty-seven (57) single-family
homes within the Subdivision and the fire station located on Lot 40. The
Association shall maintain and pay the costs of the West Divide Water
Conservancy District Water Allotment Contract.

ARTICLE V11
COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS-ENFORCEMENT

{12]
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1. Assessments. Annually the Executive Board shall promulgate a budget for the
administration of the Association in a manner consistent with Colorado law and the Association
Bylaws. The Executive Board will levy an annual assessment on the Lot Owners to mcet the
requirements of the budget (“Assessment”). The Assessment will be divided and due and payable
quarterly. All Lot Owners shall be obligated to pay any assessments lawfully imposed by the
Executive Board of the Association based on their Allocated Interest. Assessments may be
lawfully imposed for any items of common expense which may include, among other things:
expenses and costs of maintaining, repairing, and plowing of roads within and accessing the
Subdivision; expenses for maintaining, improving, and preserving the common elements;
expenses of the Design Review Committee; and insurance, accounting, and legal functions of the
Association. The Executive Board may establish contingency and reserve funds for the
maintenance and improvement of the Association’s common property and any other anticipated
costs and expenses of the Association. Contingency and reserve funds shall be in such an
amount as the Executive Board may deem necessary and appropriate for the aforesaid purposes.
‘The Executive Board shall have the right during any calendar year to levy and assess against all
of the Owners special assessment(s) for such purpose or purposes, in accordance with these
Restated Covenants, or the Articles or Bylaws of the Association, as may be necessary. Such
special assessment shall be paid for in equal portions by the Owners obligated to pay such
assessment and shail be due and payable as determined by the Executive Board.

2. Lien for Non-Payment of Assessments. Assessments are due thirty (30) days after
they are levied and notice of the assessment is sent to Lot Owners. All sums assessed by the
Executive Board, including without limitation the share of common expense assessments
chargeable to any Lot Owner, any fines which may be levied on a Lot Owner and unpaid utility
fees and assessments charged to a Lot Owner shall constitute a lien against such Lot superior
(prior) to all other liens and encumbrances, excepting only:

A. Tax and special assessment liens on the Lots in favor of any governmental
assessing unit.

B. All sums unpaid on a first mortgage of record, including any unpaid oblxgatory
sums as may be provided by encumbrance.

C. Each Owner hereby agrees that the Association’s lien on a Lot for assessments
has hereinabove described shall be superior to the Homestead Exemption
provided by C.R.S. §38-41-202 et seq., and each Owner hereby agrees that the
acceptance of the deed or other instrument of conveyance in regard to any Lot
within Four Mile Ranch shall signify such grantee’s waiver of the homestead right
granted in said section of the Colorado statutes.

D. Any recorded lien for non-payment of the common expenses may be released by
recording a release of lien executed by a member of the Executive Board.

If any assessment shall remain unpaid after thirty (30) days after the due date thereof,

such unpaid sums shall bear interest from and after the due date thereof at the maximum rate of
interest permitted by law, or at such rate as is determined by the Executive Board, and the

{13]
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Executive Board may impose a late charge on such defaulting Owner as may be esiablished by
the Board. In addition, the Executive Board shall be entitled to collect reasonable attorneys™ fecs
incurred in connection with any demands for payment and/or collection of delinquent

assessments. To evidence such lien, the Executive Board shall prepare a written notice setting

.forth the amount of such unpaid indebtedness, the name of the Owner of the Lot, and its legal

description, Such notice shall be mailed to the Lot Owner pursuant to Article II, Section 9. Such
a notice shall be signed by one (1) member of the Executive Board and shall be recorded in the
Office of the Clerk and Recorder of the County of Garfield, Colorado. Such lien may be enforced
by foreclosure of the defaulting Owners’ Lot by the Association in like manner as a mortgage on
real property, upon the recording of a notice of claim thereof. In any such foreclosure, the
Owner shall be required to pay the costs and expenses of such proceedings, the costs and
expenses for filing the notice or claim of lien, and all reasonable attorneys’ fees. The owner
shall also be required to pay to the Association any additional assessments against the Lot during

-the period of foreclosure, and the Association shall be entitled to the appointment of a receiver to

collect the same. The Executive Board for the Association, shall have the power to bid on the
Lot at foreclosure sale and acquire and hold, lease, mortgage, and convey same. The Association
at its election, and in addition to any other remedies it may have a law or in equity, may also sue
an Owner personally to collect any monies owed the Association.

3. Enforcement Actions. The Association, acting by and through its Executive Board,
shall have the right to prosecute any action to enforce the provisions of all of these Restated
Covenants by injunctive relief, on behalf of itself and all or part of the Owners of the lands

‘within Four Mile Ranch. After thirty (30) days, upon written notice to any Owner of a violation

of these Restated Covenants, and the Owner’s failure to eliminate or cure said violation, the
Association may levy, in addition to the other remedies set forth herein, a penalty of $25.00 per
day for every day the violation exists or continues after the expiration of said 30-day period. The
Association may also, upon written notice, suspend the Owner’s voting rights and rights to
access the Common Elements until such time as the applicable assessments, fines, penalties and
fees are paid in full,

4, Limitations on Actions. In the event any construction or alteration or landscaping
work is commenced upon any of the lands in Four Mile ranch in violation of these Restated
Covenants and no action is commenced within one (1) year thereafter to restrain such violation,
then injunctive or equitable relief shall be denied, but an action for damages shall still be
available to any party aggrieved. This one-year limitation shall not apply to injunctive or
equitable relief against other violations of these Restated Covenants.

ARTICLE vIIi
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

1. Agreement to Avoid Litigation. The Association, Lot Owners, renters, and any
person not otherwise subject to this Declaration who agrees to submit to this Article
(collectively, “Bound Parties”) agree to encourage the amicable resolution of disputes involving
the Project, without the emotional and financial costs of litigation. Accordingly, each Bound
Party covenants and agrees that those claims, grievances or disputes described herein (“Claims”)

shall be resolved using the procedures set forth below in lieu of filing suit in any court.

(14]
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2. Claims. Unless specifically exempted below, all claims, grievances oi disputes
arising out of or relating to the interpretation, application or enforcement of this Declaratica, or
the rights, obligations and duties of any Bound Party under the Association documents or
relating to the design or construction of improvements on the Project shall be subject to the
provisions of this Section.

Notwithstanding the above, unless all parties thereto otherwise agree, the following shall
not be Claims and shall not be subject to the provisions of this Section:

A. Any suit by the Association to enforce or collect assessments as set {orth in
Article VII;

B. Any suit by the Association to obtain a temporary restraining order (or
equivalent emergency equitable relief) and such other ancillary relief as the
court may deem necessary in order to maintain the status quo and preserve the
Association’s ability to enforce this Restated Declaration, the Guidelines, and
the use restrictions and rules under Article VII; '

C. Any suit between Owners, which does not include the Association as a party,
if such suit asserts a Claim which would constitute a cause of action
independent of the Association documents;

D. Any suit in which any indispensable party is not a Bound Party; and

, With the consent of all parties thereto, any of the above A-D may be submitted to the
alternative dispute resolution procedures set forth below.

3. Notice. Any Bound Party having a Claim (“Claimant™) against any other Bound
Party (“Respondent™) (collectively, the “Parties™) shall notify each Respondent in writing (the
“Notice™), stating plainly and concisely:

A. The nature of the Claim, including the persons involved and Respondent’s
role in the Claim;

B. The legal basis of the Claim (i.e., the specific authority out of which the Claim
arises);

C. Claimant’s proposed remedy; and

D. That Claimant will meet with Respondent to discuss in good faith ways to
resolve the Claim. ‘

4. Negotiation and Mediation. The Parties shall make every reasonable effort to
meet in person and confer for the purpose of resolving the Claim by good faith negotiation. If
requested in writing, accompanied by a copy of the Notice, the Executive Board may appoint a
-representative to assist the Parties in resolving the dispute by negotiation.,

If the Parties do not resolve the Claim within thirty (30) days of the date of the Notice (or
within such other period as may be agreed upon by the Parties) (“Termination of Negotiations™),
Claimant shall have thirty (30) additional days to submit the Claim to mediation under the
auspices of a reputable and knowledgeable mediation group providing such services in Garfield

[15]
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County, or, if the Parties otherwise agree, to an independent agency providing dispusie resolution
services in the Garfield County, Colorado, area.

If Claimant does not submit a claim to mediation within thirty (30) days afier
Termination of Negotiations, or does not appear for the mediation, Claimant shall be deemed to
have waived the Claim, and Respondent shall be released and discharged from any and all
liability to Claimant on account of such Claim; provided, nothing herein shall release or

'discharge Respondent from any liability to any person other than the Claimant.

Any settlement of the Claim through mediation shall be documented in writing by the
mediator (the “Resolution”). If the Parties do not settle the Claim within thirty (30) days after
submission of the matter to the mediation process, or within such time as determined by the
mediator, the mediator shall issue a notice of termination of the mediation proceedings
(“Termination of Mediation™). The Termination of Mediation notice shall set forth that the
Parties are at an impasse and the date of the mediation,

7. Failure of Mediation. Should mediation of the Claim be unsuccessful, after
receipt of a Termination of Mediation notice any party may then pursue such other legal
remedies as may be applicable, including litigation or arbitration.

6. Enforcement of Resolution. After Resolution of any Claim, if any Party fails to
abide by the terms of any agreement or Award, then any other Party may file suit or initiate
administrative proceedings to enforce such agreement or Award without the need to again
comply with the procedures set forth in this Section. In such event, the Party taking action o

enforce the agreement or Award shall be entitled to recover from the non-complying Party (or if

more than one non-complying Party, from all such Parties pro rata) all costs incurred in
enforcing such agreement or Award including, without limitation, attorneys’ fees and court costs.

7. Claim for Damages/Compliance with Limitations Period/Stay. Damages alleged
or awarded in connection with a Claim shall be limited to actual damages. No punitive,
incidental, consequential or other damages shall be claimed or awarded. In the event that this
Altemnative Dispute Resolution process cannot be completed prior to the expiration of any
applicable period of limitation the Claimant may initiate such legal proceedings as are necessary
to preserve their rights, but such proceeding shall be stayed pending the compietion of this
Alternative Dispute Resolution process. Regardless of limitation period if a Bound Party initiates
litigation or other administrative proceeding prior to the completion of this process the
Respondent may seek a stay of the proceeding to permit this process to be completed.

ARTICLE IX
INSURANCE

Types of Insurance. The Association shall obtain and keep in full force and effect the
following insurance coverage:

A. The Executive Board, at its discretion, may elect to secure fidelity coverage
against the dishonesty of employees, destruction or disappearance of money or

(16]
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securities, and forgery. This policy shall also cover DEISONS Witd SUIVE Lhe
Association without compensation.

B. Coverage for members of the Board and officers of the Association, including
committee members, against libel, slander, false arrest, invasion of privacy, errors
and omissions, and other forms of liability generally covered in officers and
directors liability policies.

C. Coverage against such other risks of a similar of dissimilar nature as the Board
deems appropriate.

ARTICLE X
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Covenants to Run. All of the covenants contained in this instrument shall be a
burden on the title to all of the lands in Four Mile Ranch, and the benefits thereof shall inure to
the Owners of the lands in Four Mile Ranch and the benefits, and burdens of all said covenants
shall run with the title to all of the lands in Four Mile Ranch.

2. Termination of Covenants. In the event these Restated Covenants have not been
sooner lawfully terminated pursuant to any applicable laws of the State of Colorado and Garfield
County, Colorado, and the provisions herein contained, these Covenants may be terminated on

January 1 of the year 2036 by a vote of seventy-five percent (75%) of the votes entitled to be cast

by the members of the Association. If these Covenants are not so terminated, then they shall
continue to be in full force and effect for successive twenty-five (25) year periods unless, at the
close of a 25-year period, the Covenants are terminated by a vote of seventy-five percent (75%)
of the votes entitled to be cast by the members of the Association at a meeting of the members
duly held. In the event of any such termination by the members, a property certified copy of the
resolution of termination shall be placed on record in Garfield County, Colorado, not more than
six (6) months after the meeting at which such vote is cast.

3. Amendment of Covenants. These Restated Covenants may be amended by a vote

.of sixty-seven (67%) of the votes entitled to be cast by the members of the Association, said vote

to be cast at a meeting of the members duly held, provided a properly certified copy of the
reclusion of amendment be place on record in Garfield County, Colorado, no more than six (6)
month after said meeting. In addition, the prior written consent of Garfield County shall be
required prior to amending these Restated Covenants, which consent shall not be unreasonably
withheld or delays. In the event the Subdivision is annexed to the City of Glenwood Springs in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the Pre-Annexation Agreement, the consent of
Garfield County shall not be required to amend these Restated Covenants. Rather, upon

-annexation of the Subdivision, in addition to the vote set forth hereinabove, the prior written

consent of the City of Glenwood Springs shall be required to amped the Restated Covenants.

4, Severability. Should any part or parts of these Restated Covenants be declared
invalid or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining covenants.

{17]
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5. Paragraph Headings and Underlining. The paragraph headings and underlining
within this instrument are for convenience only and shall not be construed to be a specific part of
the covenants contained herein.

6. Limited Liability. The Association and the Board shall not be liable to any party

“for any action or for any failure to act with respect to any matter if the action taken or failure to

act was in good faith and without malice. The Owners jointly and severally agree to indemnity
the Association and the Board against loss resulting from such action or failure to act if the
Association and the Board acted or failed to act in good faith and without malice.

7. County as Third-Party Beneficiary. Garfield County shall be a third-party
beneficiary to this Declaration and may, at its option and in its sole discretion, enforce any
provision in this Declaration, as amended, which affects County residents or property within the

‘to rest solely with the Design Review Committee. In the event the Subdivision is annexed to the

City of Glenwood Springs, Garfield County shall cease to be a third party beneficiary to this
Declaration and the City of Glenwood Springs shall be the third party beneficiary hereto with the
right to enforce any provision contained herein,
WHE REp =
IN WITNESS WEHREOF, this Restated Declaration of Protective Covenants for Four

Mile Ranch has been approved by a vote of the owners 43 to 0 and executed as of the day and
year first written above,

FOUR MILE RANCH HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

By: /Vlm/

Jéssida Lorah, President

(18]
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STATE OF COLORADO )
) ss.
COUNTY OF GARFIELD )

Sworn to and subscribed before me this __ day of December, 2012, in the County of Garfield,
State of Colorado, by Jessica Lorah, as President of the Four Mile Ranch Homeowners
Association.

My commission expires _ 4//, / / /7

Witness my hand and official seal.

“m\mm.” i,

SEAf%"’T"" Oo"'

‘NOTAR
p“
" Usric

s L'°°
OF.... ?\‘\\\\\\

C 0 S
Ui

I

*ty,

otary Public
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\\\“‘“
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EXHIBIT A

[(INSERT FIRE GUIDELINES]
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EXHIBIT B

Lots 1-39 and 41-58 as shown on the Final Plat of the Four Mile Ranch Subdivision, as
amended, recorded in the real property records of Garfield County as reception 565737.

(21}
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QUICK GUIDE SERIES FIRE 2012-1

Protecting Your Home from Wildfire:

Creating Wildfire-Defensible Zones
Formerly CSU Extension Factsheet 6.302

If your home is located in the natural vegetation of Colorado’s
grasslands, shrublands, foothills or mountains, you live in the
wildland-urban interface (WUI) and are inherently at risk from
a wildfire. The WUI is any area where structures and other human
developments meet or intermingle with wildland vegetative fuels.
In many vegetation types, it is not a matter of if a wildfire will
impact your home, but when.

Wildfires are a natural part of Colorado’s varied forest ecosystems.
Many rural communities are located in areas historically prone to
frequent natural wildfires. Living in the wildland requires more
self-reliance than living in urban areas. It may take longer for a fire
engine to reach your area, and a small fire department can easily e /;:
become overwhelmed during an escalating wildfire. Planning ahead and taking ultimately.i
actions to reduce fire hazards can increase your safety and help protect your responsihilit
property. As more people choose to live in areas prone to wildfire, additional :
homes and lives are potentially threatened every year. Firefighters always do their
best to protect rural residents, but ultimately, it is YOUR responsibility to protect
your life, family, animals and property from wildfire.

Figure |

The information contained in this document is for use by individual landowners
to help reduce wildfire risk on their property. In order to effectively protect
subdivisions and communities, all
R e landowners must work together
to reduce fire hazards within
and adjacent to communities,
This includes treating individual
home sites and common areas
within communities, and creating
fuelbreaks within and adjoining
the community where feasible. This
document will focus on actions
individual landowners can take to
' - G reduce wildfire hazards on their
Figure 2: Colorado’s grasslands, shrublands, Soothills property. For additional information
and mountains all have areas in the wildland-urban

r nity protection,
interface where human development meets wildland on broade cqmmu ity protection
vegetative fuels. Photo: CSFS £0 to www.osis.colostate.edu,

2 s

In this guide, you'll read about steps you can take to protect your property from
wildfire, These steps focus on beginning work closest to your house and moving
outward. Also, remember that keeping your home safe is not a one-time effort - it
Tequires ongoing maintenance. It may be necessary to perform some actions, such
as removing pine needles from gutters and mowing grasses and weeds several

times a year, while other actions may only need to be addressed once a year. While
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Tigure 3: Buriring embers can be carried

tong distesices by wind. Fibers ignite

structures witen they lamd in gaps,

crevices asd other combustible places
arvinnd the howe. Photo: CSES

Remember...

Reducing fuels around
a home will increase
the chances for
survival in a wildfire,
but there is no
guarantee,

This quick guide
provides minimum
guidelines. The more
fuels you remove, the
greater the chance
your home will survive.

Working with

your neighbors

and community

will increase the
effectiveness of your
home's defensible

space.,

you may not be able to accomplish ALL of the actions described in this document

to prepare your home for wildfire, each completed activity will increase the safety
of your home, and possibly your family, during a wildfire.

(Note: These guidelines are adapted for ponderosa pine, Douglas-
Sir and mixed-conifer ecosystems below 9,500 Jeet. See page 9 for
guidelines adapted to other forest ecosystems.)

This guide primarily will help design your defensible space,
Defensible space is the natural and landscaped area around a
home or other structure that has been modified to reduce fire
hazard. Defensible space gives your home a fighting chance
against an approaching wildfire. Creating defensible space
also reduces the chance of a structure fire spreading to the
surrounding forest and other homes.

Three factors determine wildfire behavior: fuels, weather and
topography. We cannot alter weather or topography, so we
must concentrate on altering fuels. Fuels include vegetation,
such as trees, brush and grass; near homes, fuels also include
such things as propane tanks, wood piles, sheds and even homes themselves.
Some plant species are more flammable than others, and the flammability of
vegetative fuels changes depending on the season, recent weather events, and
other factors such as drought. Fuel continuity and density also play an important
role in wildfire.

Wildfire often creates its own weather conditions. Hot rising air and associated
winds can carry embers and other burning materials into the atmosphere for long
distances, where they can ignite vegetation and structures up to several miles
away. Embers have caused the loss of many homes during wildfires,

As you think about protecting your home and property from wildfire, consider
how you can manage fuels on your property to prevent fire from spreading to
your home and other structures.

For more information on wildfire behavior, Pleasesee 7 o e
Design and Building Materials at wwwests.colostate.edu,

Pl darto o g

When fuels are abundant, a fire can be uncontrollable and destructive. But when

fuels are scarce, a fire cannot build momentum and intensity, which makes it
much easier to control and is more likely to be beneficial to the land.

The more dense and continuous the fuels, the bigger the threat they pose to your
home. The measure of fuel hazard refers to its continuity, both horizontal and
vertical. Horizontal continuity refers to fuels across the ground, while vertical
continuity refers to fuels extending from the ground up into the crowns of trees
and shrubs. Fuels with a high degree of both vertical and horizontal continuity
are the most hazardous, particularly when they occur on slopes. Mitigation of

wildfire hazards focuses on breaking up the continuity of horizontal and vertical
fuels. ‘

Heavier fuels, such as brush and trees, produce a more intense fire than li ght fuels,
such as grass. However, grass-fueled fires travel much faster than heavy-fueled
fires. Some heavier surface fuels, such as logs and wood chips, are potentially
hazardous heavy fuels and also should be addressed.
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Vertical/Ladder Fuels

Ladder fuels are defined as smaller trees and brush that provide vertical continuity, which
allows a fire to burn from the ground level up into the branches and crowns of larger trees.
Lower branches on large trees also can act as ladder fuels. These fuels are potentially very
hazardous, but are easy to mitigate. The hazards from ladder fuels near homes are especially
important to address. Prune all tree branches from ground level up to a height of 10 feet
above ground or up to !/5 the height of the tree, whichever is less. Do not prune further

up because it could jeopardize the health of the tree. Shrubs shouid be pruned based on
specifications recommended for the species. Dead branches should be removed whenever

possible. Figure 4: Ladder fuels are shrubs
and low branches that allow a
Surface Fuels wildfire to climb from the ground

into the tree canopy. Photo: CSFS
Logs/Branches/Slash/Wood Chips

Naturally occurring woody material on the ground and debris from cutting down trees
(also known as slash) may increase the intensity of fires. Increased fire intensity makes a

fire harder to control and increases the likelihood of surface fires transitioning to crown
fires. Dispose of any heavy accumulation of logs, branches and slash by chipping, hauling

to a disposal site or piling for burning later. Always contact your county sheriff’s office or
local fire department first for information about burning slash piles. Another alternative is
to lop and scatter slash by cutting it into very small pieces and distributing it widely over
the ground. If chipping logs and/or slash, it’s essential to avoid creating continuous areas

of wood chips on the ground. Break up the layer of wood chips by adding nonflammable
material, or allow for wide gaps (at least 3 feet) between chip accumulations. Also, avoid
heavy accumulation of slash by spreading it closer to the ground to speed decomposition. If Al S &
desired, two or three small, widely spaced brush piles may be left for wildlife habitat. Locate Figare 5: Surface fusels include logs,
these well away from your home (NOT in Zones 1 or 2; see page 5-8 for zone descriptions). branches, wood chips, pine necdles,

Pine Needles/Duff Layers duff and grasses. Phato: CSFS

Due to decades of fire suppression, decomposing layers of pine needles, twigs and other organic debris~called duff - is
deeper under many large trees today than it would have been a century ago. This is especially true in ponderosa pine forests
where frequent and naturally occurring fires have been absent. These large trees often are lost when fires occur, because
flames burning in the duff layer can pre-heat live vegetation and ignite the trees, or the trees roots can be damaged from the
intense heat of the smoldering duff, killing the tree. It is important to rake needle or duff
layers deeper than 2 inches at least 3 feet away from the base of large trees. This should be
done annually, and the additional duff also should be removed from the area.

Grasses

Grasses are perhaps the most pervasive and abundant surface fuel in Colorado. Mow grasses
and weeds as often as needed throughout the growing season to keep them shorter than 6
inches. This applies to irrigated lawns and wild or native grasses. This is critical in the fall,
when grasses dry out, and in the spring, after the snow is gone but before plants green-up.

Be especially careful when mowing in areas with rocks. Mower blades can hit rocks and
create sparks, causing fires in dry grass. Consider mowing only on days with high humidity
or after recent moisture to reduce the risk of starting an unwanted fire, :

%
T

Figure 6: Tree car;apizs offer fuel
Jor intense crown fires, Photo: Paul
. - . Minti
When mowing around trees, be sure to avoid damaging the root system and tree trunk by e

using a higher blade setting on the mower and trimming grass that grows against the trunk only by hand.
Crown Fuels

An intense fire burning in surface fuels can transition into the upper portion of the tree canopies and become a crown
fire. Crown fires are dangerous because they are very intense and can burn large areas. Crown fire hazard can be reduced
by thinning trees to decrease crown fuels, reducing surface fuels under the remaining trees, and eliminating vertical fuel

continuity from the surface into the crowns. Specific recommendations are provided in the Defensible Space Managemient
Zones, pages 5-8.
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Two factors have emerged as the primary determinants of a home’s
ability to survive a wildfire - the quality of the defensible space and
a structure’s ignitability. Together, these two factors create a concept
called the Home Ignition Zone (HIZ), which includes the structure
and the space immediately surrounding the structure, To protect a

home from wildfire, the primary goal is to reduce or eliminate fuels and
ignition sources within the HIZ,

Structural Ignitability

Vigure 72 Addressing both componenis The ideal time to address home ignition risk is when the structure is
of the Honse Ignition Zone will provide in the design phase. However, you can still take steps to reduce ignitability to an
the I’f'.it [‘u-‘ulw!iuuf(u' your frane, existing home.

Credit: CSFS

The roof has a significant impact on a structure’s ignitability because of its
extensive surface area. When your roof needs significant repairs or replacement,
use only fire-resistant roofing materials, Also, check with your county building
department - some counties now have restrictions against using wood shingles
for roof replacement or require specific classifications of roofing material. Wood
and shake-shingle roofs are discouraged because they are highly flammable,
and are prohibited in some areas of the state. Asphalt shingles, metal sheets and

shingles, tile, clay tile, concrete and slate shingles are all recommended
roofing materials.

T ORI eveomcd Red

The Home Ignition Zone

8§ The extension of the roof beyond the exterior structure wall is the
Figure 8: fabove) ' : eave. This architectural feature is particularly prone to ignition. As fire
Wood shingle ; approaches the building, the exterior wall deflects hot air and gasses
roofsare highly el f  up into the eave. If the exterior wall isn’t ignition-resistant, this effect is

ﬂmmn‘ablv aind ST _ o ) ampliﬁed.

ot recommended. .

Phota: CSFS Most decks are highly combustible. Their shape traps hot gasses,

Figure 9: (ubove right) C making them the ultimate heat traps. Conventional wooden decks are so

materials including tile, combustible that when a wildfire approaches, the deck often ignites before the fire

slate and asphalt shingles ' reaches the house
resistant options. Photo: CSES

The exterior walls of a home or other structure are affected most by radiant heat

from the fire and, if defensible space is not adequate, by direct contact with flames
from the fire.

Windows are one of the weakest parts of a building with regard to wildfre,
They usually fail before the building ignites, providing a direct path for
flames and airborne embers to reach the building’s interior.

Burning embers are produced when trees and structures are cons umed by
wildfire. These embers sometimes can travel more than a mile. Flammable
horizontal or nearly horizontal surfaces, such as wooden decks or shake-
shingle roofs, are especially at risk for ignition from burning embers. Since
airborne embers have caused the loss of many homes in the WUI, addressing
structural ignitability is critical, even if the area surrounding a home is not
conducive to fire spread,

Figure 10: Decks, exicrior walls and This guide provides only basic information about structural ignitability. For
windows ave "”'.1';”"”"' Hreas to more information on fire-resistant building designs and materials, refer to the
e when adidr stric L

e ! CSFS FireWise Construction: Site Desion and Building Mutcrinls publication at
ignitability. Ploto: C N :

Ve ety ,-/,L\(-f.\!,\ aedny



W) K P SIATL !‘.HH'HIV’.‘.HWH{]W B ek WU

Recept .5 : Jean Alberico COUNTY 0
12/05/2012 02:23. 27 M 0 50a Fae.0.00 GARFIELD
28 ¢

Defensible Space

Defensible space is the area around a home or other structure
that has been modified to reduce fire hazard. In this area,
natural and manmade fuels are treated, cleared or reduced

to slow the spread of wildfire. Creating defensible space also
works in the reverse, and reduces the chance of a structure fire
spreading to neighboring homes or the surrounding forest.
Defensible space gives your home a fighting chance against an
approaching wildfire,

Creating an effective defensible space involves a series of
management zones in which different treatment techniques : )
are used. Develop these zones around each building on your L
property, including detached garages, storage buildings, barns
and other structures.

The actual design and development of your defensible space depends on several
factors: size and shape of building(s), construction materials, slope of the ground,
surrounding topography, and sizes and types of vegetation on
your property. You may want to request additional guidance
from your local Colorado State Forest Service forester, fire
department or a consulting forester as you plan a defensible
space for your property.

Defensible space provides another important advantage during a
fire: increased firefighter safety. Firefighters are trained to protect
structures only when the situation is relatively safe for them to
do so. They use a process called “structural triage” to determine
if it is safe to defend a home from an approaching wildfire, The
presence or absence of defensible space around a structure is

a significant determining factor used in the structural triage
process, as defensible space gives firefighters an opportunity to
do their job more safely. In turn, this increases their ability to protect your home,

If firefighters are unable to directly protect your home during a wildfire, having
an effective defensible space will sl increase your home’s chance of survival, It
is important to remember that with wildfire, there are no guarantees. Creating
a proper defensible space does not mean that your
home is guaranteed to survive a wildfire, but it does
significantly improve the odds,

Lo s

Three zones need to be addressed when creating
defensible space:

G SRRt e £ g

Zone 1 is the area nearest the home and other

structures. This zone requires maximum hazard
reduction.

Zone 2 is a transitional area of fuels reduction
between Zones 1 and 3.

Zone 3 is the area farthest from the home. It extends G ; R
from the edge of Zone 2 to your property boundaries. Figure

sonesi(
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Figure 1 Hiis homeowner worked
hard to create a defensible space around
the home. Notice that al Tuel s

becir vemoved witlin the first Jeet of
the home, which survived the Waldo
Canyon Fire in the summer of 2012,
Photo: Christina Randall, Coloradoe
Springs Fire Departent

Vigure ¥3: Clearing pine needes and
other debris from the roof and gutters is
ancasy tash that shoald be done at least
once a vear. Photo: CSFS

Ligure 1o: Enclosing decks with motat
SOreens cdn preveit embers from

igniting a fouse. Photo: Marifvn
Brawa, La Plata County

Zone 1

The width of Zone 1 extends a minimum distance of 15-30 feet outward from a
structure, depending on property size. Most flammable vegetation is removed in
this zone, with the possible exception of a few low-growing shrubs or fire- resistarit
plants. Avoid landscaping with common ground junipers, which are highly
flammable.

Increasing the width of Zone 1 will increase the structure’s survivability. This
distance should be increased 5 feet or more in areas downhill from a structure.
The distance should be measured from the outside edge of the home’s eaves
and any attached structures, such as decks. Several specific treatments are
recommended within this zone:

+  Install nonflammable ground cover and plant nothing within the first 5 feet
of the house and deck. This critical step will help prevent flames from coming
into direct contact with the structure. This is particularly important if a
building is sided with wood, logs or other flammable materials. Decorative
rock creates an attractive, easily maintained, nonflammable ground cover.

+ Ifastructure has noncombustible siding (i.e., stucco, synthetic stucco,
concrete, stone or brick), widely spaced foundation plantings of low-growing
shrubs or other fire-resistant plant materials are acceptable. However, do not
plant directly under windows or next to foundation vents, and be sure areas of
continuous grass are not adjacent to plantings. Information on fire-resistant
plants is available on the CSFS website at www.cstx.colostate.cdu.

*  Prune and maintain any plants in Zone 1 to prevent excessive growth, Also,
remove all dead branches, stems and leaves within and below the plant.

» Irrigate grass and other vegetation during the growing season. Also, keep wild
grasses mowed to a height of 6 inches or less.

*» Do not store firewood or other combustible materials anywhere in this zone.
Keep firewood at least 30 feet away from structures, and uphill if possible.

Enclose or screen decks with !/s-inch or smaller metal mesh screening
(*/16-inch mesh is preferable). Do not use areas under decks for storage.

+  Ideally, remove all trees from Zone 1 to reduce fire hazards. The more trees
you remove, the safer your home will be,

+ Ifyou do keep any trees in this zone, consider them part of the structure and
extend the distance of the entire defensible space accordingly.

*  Remove any branches that overhang or touch the roof, and remove all fuels
within 10 feet of the chimney.

*» Remove all pine needies and other debris from the roof, deck and gutters.

*  Rake pine needles and other organic debris at least 10 feet away from all decks
and structures.

* Remove slash, wood chips and other woody debris from Zone 1.

Zone 2

Zone 2 is an area of fuels reduction designed to diminish the intensity of a fire
approaching your home. The width of Zone 2 depends on the slope of the ground
where the structure is built. Typically, the defensible space in Zone 2 should
extend at least 100 feet from all structures, If this distance stretches beyond your
property lines, try to work with the adioining property owners to complete an
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The following actions help reduce continuous fuels surrounding a structure, while enhancing home safety and the aesthetics
of the property. They also will provide a safer environment for firefighters to protect your home.

Tree Thinning and Prun|n9 o L ks AT o SR R0 ot o

*  Remove stressed, diseased, dead or dying trees and shrubs.
This reduces the amount of vegetation available to burn, and
mabkes the forest healthier.

+  Remove enough trees and large shrubs to create at least 10
feet between crowns. Crown separation is measured from the
outermost branch of one tree to the nearest branch on the
next tree. On steep slopes, increase the distance between tree
Crowns even more.

*  Remove all ladder fuels from under remaining trees. Prune tree

branches off the trunk to a height of 10 feet from the ground Fign:;e 17: In Zone 2, make sure there is at least a 10-foot spacing
or !/s the height of the tree, whichever is less. between tree crowns, Credit: CSFS

« If your driveway extends more than 100 feet from your home, thin out trees within a 30 foot buffer along both sides of
your driveway, all the way to the main access road. Again, thin all trees to create 10-foot spacing between tree crowns.

+  Small groups of two or three trees may be left in some areas of Zone 2, but leave a minimum of 30 feet between the
crowns of these clumps and surrounding trees.

* Because Zone 2 forms an aesthetic buffer and provides a transition between zones, it is necessary to blend the
requirements for Zones 1 and 3. For example, if you have a tree in Zone 2 with branches extending into Zone 1, the tree
can be retained if there is proper crown spacing,

+  Limit the number of dead trees (snags) to one or two per acre. Be sure snags cannot fall onto the house, power lines,
roads or driveways.

* AsinZone 1, the more trees and shrubs removed, the more likely your house will survive a wildfire. .
Shrub Th]nn'ng/Prunlng and Surface Fuels Y S A e S R AR B IR AR S O ST 0 i 2 -:1.:.}_

+ Isolated shrubs may be retained in Zone 2, provided they are
not growing under trees, '

*  Keep shrubs at least 10 feet away from the edge of tree
branches. This will prevent the shrubs from becoming ladder
fuels.

» Minimum spacing recommendations between clumps of
shrubs is 2 1/2 times the mature height of the vegetation.
The maximum diameter of the clumps themselves should
be twice the mature height of the vegetation. As with tree-
crown spacing, all measurements are made from the edge of
vegetation crowns.

«
k)

D e, S s e

e 2 . CREATI R ERET
Figure 18: Pruning trees will help prevent a wildfire from climbing
*  Example - For shrubs 6 feet high, spacing between shrub Jrom the ground to the tree crowns. Credit: CSFS
clumps should be 15 feet or more (measured from the edge

of the crowns of vegetation clumps). The diameter of these shrub clumps should not exceed 12 feet.

+  Periodically prune and maintain shrubs to prevent excessive growth, and remove dead stems from shrubs annuatly.
Common ground junipers should be removed whenever possible because they are highly flammable
and tend to hold a layer of duff beneath them.

*  Mow or trim wild grasses to a maximum height of 6 inches. This is especially critical in the fall, when grasses dry out.

*  Avoid accumulations of surface fuels, such as logs, branches, slash and wood chips greater than 4 inches deep.
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Firewood

Propane Tanks and Natural Gas Meters

Stack firewood uphill from or on the same elevation as any structures,
and at least 30 feet away.

Clear all flammable Vegetation within 10 feet of woodpiles.

Do not stack wood against your home or on/under your deck, even
in the winter. Many homes have burned as a result of a woodpile that
ignited first.

Locate propane tanks and natural gas meters at least 30 feet from any
structures, preferably on the same elevation as the house,

Figure 19: Keep firewood, propane tanks and natural gas

The tank should not be located below your house because if it ignites,  meters at least 30 feet away from siructures. Photo: CSFS

the fire would tend to burn uphill. Conversely, if the tank or meter is located above your house and it develops a leak, gas
will flow downhill into your home.

Clear all flammable vegetation within 10 feet of all tanks and meters,

Do not visibly screen propane tanks or natural gas meters with shrubs, vegetation or flammable fencing. Instead, install
5 feet of nonflammable ground cover around the tank or meter.

Zone 3

Zone 3 has no specified width. It should provide a gradual transition from Zone 2
to areas farther from the home that have other forest management objectives. Your
local Colorado State Forest Service forester can help you with this zone.

This zone provides an opportunity for you to improve the health of the forest
through proper management. With an assortment of stewardship options, you can
proactively manage your forest to reduce wildfire intensity, protect water quality,
improve wildlife habitat, boost the health and growth rate of your trees, and
increase tree survivability during a wildfire.

In addition, properly managed forests can provide income, help protect trees
against insects and diseases, and even increase the value of your property. Typical
forest management objectives for areas surrounding home sites or subdivisions
provide optimum recreational opportunities; enhance aesthetics; improve tree
health and vigor; provide barriers against wind, noise, dust and visual intrusions;

Figure 20: This ponderosa pine forest has support production of firewood, fence posts and other forest commodities; or
been thinned, which will not only help reduce ~ cultivate Christmas trees or trees for transplanting,

the wildfire hazard, but also increase tree

health a):d vigor. Photo: CSFS Consider the following when deciding forest management objectives in Zone 3:

The healthiest forest is one that includes trees of multiple ages, sizes and species, and where adequate growing room is
maintained over time,

Remember to consider the hazards associated with ladder fuels. A forest with a higher canopy reduces the chance of a
surface fire climbing into the tops of the trees, and might be a priority if this zone has steep slopes.

A greater number of snags - two or three per acre, standing or fallen - can be retained in Zone 3 to provide wildlife
habitat. These trees should have a minimum diameter of 8 inches. Make sure that snags pose no threat to power lines or
firefighter access roads.

While tree pruning generally is not necessary in Zone 3, it may be a good idea from the standpoint of personal safety to
prune trees along trails and firefighter access roads. Or, if you prefer the aesthetics of a well-manicured forest, you might

prune the entire area. In any case, pruning helps reduce ladder fuels within tree stands, thus reducing the risk of crown
fire,

Mowing grasses is not necessary in Zone 3.

1 - LI I S . .. B I LI N s s . LI . . L]
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Other Recommendations
Windthrow

In Colorado, some tree species, including lodgepole pine, Engelmann
spruce and Douglas-fir, are especially susceptible to damage and
uprooting by high winds or windthrow. If you see evidence of this
problem in or near your home, consider making adjustments to the
defensible space guidelines. It is highly recommended that you contact
a professional forester to help design your defensible space, especially if
you have windthrow concerns.

Water Supply

If possible, make sure that an on-site water source is readily available
for firefighters to use, or that other water sources are close by. Lakes,
ponds, swimming pools and hot tubs are all possible options. If there are no
nearby water sources, consider installing a well-marked dry hydrant or cistern. If
your primary water source operates on electricity, be sure to plan for a secondary
water source. During wildfires, structures often are cut off from electricity. For
more information on how to improve the accessibility of your water
source, contact your local fire department.

Recommendations for Specific Forest
Types

The above recommendations refer primarily to ponderosa pine,
Douglas-fir and mixed-conifer ecosystems. For other forest types,
please refer to the additional recommendations below:

Aspen

Tree spacing and ladder fuel guidelines do not apply to mature stands
of aspen trees. Generally, no thinning is recommended in aspen
forests, regardless of tree size, because the thin bark is easily damaged,
making the tree easily susceptible to fungal infections. However, in
older stands, numerous dead trees may be on the ground and require removal. :
Conifer trees often start growing in older aspen stands. A buildup of these trees ;;“‘(:’:: ”‘: ‘;” 5
eventually will increase the fire hazard of the stand, so you should remove the il
young conifers. Brush also can increase the fire hazard and should be thinned to
reduce flammability,

Lodgepole Pine

Lodgepole pine management in the WUT is much different than that
for lodgepole pine forests located away from homes, communities and
other developments. Normally, it is best to develop fuels management
and wildfire mitigation strategies that are informed and guided by the
ecology of the tree species. This is not the case with lodgepole pine.

Older lodgepole pine stands generally do not respond well to selective
thinning, but instead respond better to the removal of all trees over a
defined area to allow healthy forest regeneration. Selectively thinning
lodgepole can open the stand to severe windthrow and stem breakage.
However, if your home is located within a lodgepole pine forest, you

may prefer selective thinning to the removal of all standing trees. Thinsing lo

foagepiu
To ensure a positive response to thinning throughout the life of a lodgepole pine fi o will-help,
stand, trees must be thinned early in their lives -~ no later than 20 to 30 years after  [IRuSGRCE
germination. Thinning lodgepole pine forests to achieve low densities can best be
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accomplished by beginning when trees are small saplings, and maintaining those
densities through time as the trees mature.

Thinning older stands of lodgepole pine to the extent recommended for defensible
space may take several thinning operations spaced over a decade or more. When
The defensible space thinning mature stands of lodgepole pine, do not remove more than 30 percent
guidelines in this quick of the trees in each thinning operation. Extensive thinning of dense, pole-sized
guide are predominantly ~ and larger lodgepole pine often results in windthrow of the remaining trees. Focus
for ponderosa pine and on removing trees that are obviously lower in height or suppressed in the forest
mixed-conifer forests. canopy. Leaving the tallest trees will make the remaining trees less susceptible to
These guidelines will vary windthrow.

with other forest types. Another option is leaving clumps of 30-50 trees. Clumps are less susceptible

to windthrow than solitary trees. Allow a minimum of 30-50 feet between tree
crowns on the clump perimeter and any adjacent trees or clumps of trees. Wildfire
tends to travel in the crowns of lodgepole pine. By separating clumps of trees with
large spaces between crowns, the fire is less likely to sustain a crown fire.

Pifion-Juniper

Many pifion-juniper (P]) forests are composed of continuous fuel that is
highly flammable. Fire in PJ forests tend to burn intensely in the crowns of
trees. Try to create a mosaic pattern when you thin these trees, with a mixture
of individual trees and clumps of three to five trees. The size of each clump
will depend on the size, health and location of the trees. The minimum
spacing between individual trees should be 10 feet between tree crowns, with
increasing space for larger trees, clumps, and stands on steeper slopes.

Tree pruning for defensible space is not as critical in P] forests as in pine or fir
forests. Instead, it is more important to space the trees so that it is difficult for
Vigure 24: Piftonfuniper forests are the fire to move from one tree clump to the next. Tn?es should only be pruned
often composed of continmous fucls. to remove dead branches or branches that are touching the ground. However,
Creating cumps of trees with large if desired, live branches can be pruned to a height of 3 feet above the ground.
spaces i bietween dumps will break up Removing shrubs that are growing beneath PJ canopies is recommended to

the continnity. Photo: CSES reduce the overall fuel load that is available to a fire,

It is NOT recommended to prune live branches or remove PJ trees between

April and October, when the pifion ips beetle is active in western Colorado. Any
thinning activity that creates the flow of sap in the summer months can attract
these beetles to healthy trees on your property. However, it is acceptable to remove
dead trees and dead branches during the summer months.

For more information, please refer to the CSES Pision- fiunipcr \ fanogciies
Quick Guide at wiww.este.colostate.edu,

Gambel Oak

Maintaining Gambel oak forests that remain resistant to the spread of wildfire
can be a challenge because of their vigorous growing habits. Gambel oak trees
grow in clumps or groves, and the stems in each clump originate from the
same root system. Most reproduction occurs through vegetative sprouts from
this deep, extensive root system. You may need to treat Gambel oak near your
home every five to seven years. Sprouts also should be mowed at least once

every year in Zones 1 and 2. Herbicides can be used to supplement mowing
efforts for controlling regrowth.

iy

Vigure 23: Ganbel oak needs to be
treated in  defensible space at feast
every 3-Tyears because of its vigorous

growing habits. Ploto: CSES For more information, please refer to the CSFS Gainbel Ok ) laiagenient

publication at wivw.csts.colostate.edu.

Note: This publication does not address high-elevation spruce-fir forests. For information on

R N B LR N alal o' SN VNNV,
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Your home is located in a dynamic environment that is always changing. Trees, grasses and shrubs continue to grow, dis or
are damaged, and drop their leaves and needles each season. Just like your home, the

regular,

Defensible Space: Initial Projects

a
O
0

0

Defensible Space Tasks: Annual Requirements

O
)
a

0O

Properly thin and prune trees and shrubs within Zones 1 and 2.
Dispose of slash from tree/shrub thinning.

Screen attic, roof, eaves and foundation vents, and periodically check them to ensure
that they are in good condition.

Screen or wall-in stilt foundations and decks; screens should be !/s-inch or smaller
metal mesh (*/16-inch mesh is best).

Post signs at the end of the driveway with your last name and house number that are
noncombustible, reflective and easily visible to emergency responders.

Make sure that the driveway is wide enough for fire trucks to enter and exit, and that

defensible space around it requires

ongoing maintenance to be effective. Use the following checklists to build and maintain your defensible space.

thinned and pruned in a defensible space will
reduce the chances of a home burning during
a wildfire. Photo: CSFS

trees and branches are adequately cleared for access by fire and emergency equipment. Contact your local fire department or check

the CSFS website for information specific to access.

Take pictures of your completed defensible space for comparison of forest growth over time,

Clear roof, deck and gutters of pine needles and other debris, *
Mow grass and weeds to a height of 6 inches o less, *

Rake all pine needies and other flammable debris away from the foundation of your
home and deck. *

Remove trash and debris accumulations from the defensible space.*

Check fire extinguishers to ensure that they have not expired and are in good working
condition.

Check chimney screens to make sure they are in place and in good condition.
Remove branches that overbang the roof and chimney:.

Check regrowth of trees and shrubs by reviewing photos of your original defensible space;
within Zones 1 and 2,

Dispose of slash from tree/shrub thinning. *

*Address more than once per year, as needed.

Be Prepared

0 Complete a checklist of fire safety needs inside your home (these should be available at your local fire department). Examples include

a

a

having an evacuation plan and maintaining smoke detectors and fire extinguishers.

; PRy N s
3(‘,’: fihe i 08 N .
Figure 27: Sharing information and worki

8

12

with your neighbors and community will give

your home and surrounding areas a better
chance of surviving a wildfire. Photo: CSFS

properly thin and prune trees and shrubs

Develop your fire evacuation plan and practice family fire drills. Ensure that all family members are aware of and understand escape

routes, meeting points and other emergency details.

Contact your county sheriff’s office and ensure that your home telephone number and any other important phone numbers appear in

the county’s Reverse 911 or other emergency notification database.

Prepare a “grab and go” disaster supply kit that will last at least three days, containing your family’s and pets’ necessary items, such as

cash, water, clothing, food, first aid and prescription medicines.

Ensure that an outdoor water supply is available. If it is safe to do so, make a hose and nozzle available for responding firefighters. The

hose should be long enough to reach all parts of the house.

11
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Preparing your home and property from wildfire is a necessity if you
live in the wildland-urban interface. It is important to adequately
modify the fuels in your home ignition zone. Remember, every task

you complete around your home and property will make your home
more defensible during a wildfire.

Always remember that creating and maintaining an effective
defensible space in the home ignition zone is not a one-time
endeavor - it requires an ongoing, long-term commitment.

If you have questions, please contact your local CSFS district office.
Contact information can be found at wwcsts.colostate.edu.

« The Colorado State Forest Service, http://www.cstv.colostate.edu ‘
Modify ’

o  CSFS wildfire-related publications, is critical to reduce the'risk of lo
hlLp:,-"/csfs.u:loslulc.cdu/[,)ages/\\'f-public-.uions.hx ml structires during a wildfire, Phot

»  Community Wildfire Protection Planning,
hllp:/f'csi's.col&ysLme.cdu/’pnges/communily-\\-'t'-prmcctinn planning. html

+  Colorado’s “Are You FireWise?” information,
hitp:/fests.colostate.edu/ pages/wt-prolection.htm|

* National Fire Protection Association’s Firewise Communities USA,
http:// www.irewise.org

»  Fire Adapted Communities, http://fireadapted.org:

*  Ready, Set, Gol, http:// wildlandfirersg.orgi
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Figure 29: This house survived the Fourmile Canyon Fire in 2010.
Photo: CSFS
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This quick guide was produced by the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS). CSFS programs are
available to all without discrimination. No endorsement of products or services is intended, nor is



